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CENTRAL NEW YORK





         
Date: August 15, 2008

TO: BLS EMS Agency Directors and BLS Providers
FR: Susie Surprenant,

             Executive Director

RE: Central New York Regional Update

The following items contain some changes and updates that effect the Central New York Region as well as the other regions in the state.

1. MOLST Update:
Onondaga and Monroe counties have piloted a program called Medical Orders for Life Sustaining Treatment (MOLST).   Governor David A. Paterson signed into law a bill that makes permanent and statewide the MOLST program.  The MOLST helps to ensure a person’s end-of-life wishes are followed whether the person is at home, in a nursing home or in any other non-hospital setting.   The NYS Bureau of Emergency Medical Services is preparing a policy statement discussing this law and the use of the MOLST form.  
                            KEY POINTS:
 1. MOLST may be honored immediately and used instead of a non-hospital 
     
DNR form.
 2. The non-hospital DNR form is still a valid form.  
 3. The MOLST form provides DNR information. It also contains instruction for advanced life support providers on whether to intubate the patient or not when the patient has progressive or impending pulmonary failure without acute cardiopulmonary arrest.   
 4. The MOLST form is a bright pink, multiple paged form that is easily identified.  
 5. The MOLST includes information to be used in other health care settings such as the hospital.


The following MOLST EMS Training is required for every EMS provider.  The training is available on the following website and needs to be completed by December 31, 2008.

      http://www.compassionandsupport.org/index.php/for_professionals/

molst_training_center/ems_molst_training



An agency can elect to have their providers do the training on their own through the above website or use the training materials available on the site to do the training in a classroom setting by either a NYS DOH CIC, CLI, or CNY CME Evaluator. The MOLST EMS Training is specifically designed to provide an overview of the MOLST Program and MOLST Comprehension for First Responders and EMS Providers.
                        TRAINING STEPS:

1. Review MOLST Documents:
a. EMS Education Outline
b. MOLST Form
2. Watch Video: “Writing your Final Chapter: Know Your Choices…Share Your Wishes” (28 Minutes)
3. Understand the MOLST Form:
a. MOLST Comprehensive Review (7 Minutes) OR
b. Review EMS PowerPoint
4. Print EMS Certificate for CME Credit
2. Selective Spinal Immobilization:
Every agency should have received information in the mail about the Selective Spinal Immobilization from the NYS Bureau of Emergency Medical Services (BEMS).  If your agency has not, please contact CNYEMS for a copy of the material.  The NYS BEMS has stated that the training needs to be completed by December 31, 2008.  The CNY REMAC has decided that although this protocol is in effect immediately, implementation of the protocol at the regional level can not occur until all providers in the CNY Region have completed the training by the December 31, 2008 deadline.  

The following items effect the Central New York Region.  
1. New Policy Statement:
A new CNY Policy Statement has been released.  Policy Statement No. 08-02 “Blood Glucometry for Basic Life Support Agencies and Providers”.  This Policy 
Statement will allow the use of glucometers by Emergency Medical Technicians (EMTs) in Basic Life Support (BLS) and Advanced Life Support (ALS) agencies to check patient blood glucose levels.  EMTs practicing in either a BLS or ALS agency will be able to utilize this skill once their agency has received approval from the CNY REMAC, each EMT completes an approved training program and the agency has been granted a Limited Laboratory Registration. A copy of this policy statement has been included with this memo and has been posted to www.cnyems.org.
Please call me at 315-701-5708 or email director@cnyems.org with any questions concerning the content of this memo.  Thank you.
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